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Blackpool - Happy 75th to Charles. it was a surprise

party night for Charles Stewart and what a surprise he had, - more like a shock!!!
He couldn't understand why so much grub was
being laid out on the table until his mates from the
local pub turned up, - fullowed by umpteen friends
and neighbours, It was the best night ever at the
cricket club and every seat was taken. We were
really pleased when the several members of the GFS
stayed over from the Wintergardens to attend the

§ meeting and delighted when [ shoved

A his brilliance on the uke.

Other performers were: Jim Bramwell, Frank Ben-
nett, Charles Stewart, Alan Middleton (M/c) Paul
Kenny, Stan Watkinson, Cyril Palmer and Stan Evans. Apologies if anyone has
been left out of the list. Eve Stewart, who is becoming quite an expert with her
sing-along backing tapes supplied the backing for the thrashes and it all came
over extremely well.

Charles did a spot but he was still reeling from the shock surprise. He said he
couldn't understand how all the ladies had managed to keep a secret for so long
without him finding out. Especially as it was planned under his own roof.

I know how you feel Charles. I received the same treatment for my 70th and still
can't understand how Eva managed to keep it quiet for so long.
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MyStel‘y! ! ! - There were some very mysterious happenings at both

Bill Pope's and Denis Gale's funerals. In the large room of St Paul's Social Club
we were asked to sing Goodbye Dolly Gray without the aid of a mike because the
amp system had gone on the blink. It was hard work but we managed it.

The following day, at Denis Gale's church service, Dennis Lee and Cyril Palmer
also had to struggle without a mike or backing because the electric had also gone
on the blink. Now it was the most atrocious day with the worst GALES of the
year blowing and howling. It appeared to reach its peak when we attempted to
enter the crematorium and surprisingly it calmed down after the committal. 1
wondered if, with a name like "GALE," Denis was trying to tell us something,
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