THE NORTH - WEST

GEORGE FORMBY
= Newsletter67

Jan 2001

S e A e A e Al ¢ g A i ¢
¢ R

%%%*%%%%%&%%%%
%%%%%%%*%%%%%%

f -

¢ 3 3 3 *%*%"%*

Specially Produced for George Formby Fans
by Stan Evans, The Hollies, 19 Hall Nook, Penketh, Warrington,
Cheshire WAS 2HN

Tel or Fax 01925 727102



oL

Welcome to Newsletter No.67

And it has been a busy period with members getting bookings for
Christmas parties etc. The phone has been quite busy with enquiries for
artists. Many had to be turned down.

Mike Turner has got through to the “Stars In Their Eyes” competition
finals and our Outside Session in the streets of Lytham St Annes left us

still thawing out a week later. Read On. . ..
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GF EXhlbltIOH - Due to a complaint from one of the GFS members,

Warrington Museum is still determined not to loan us the display units. However,
Wigan are now dealing with Warrington and I understand that they will look into it

after December 16th. Keep your fingers crossed.
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BlaCprOI - The Gods were not with Charles Stewart at the November

meeting. In the afternoon of the meeting Charles sets up the equipment and all is
perfect, but at night however, the gremlins are out playing tricks on him, His first
disaster was when the Monitor packed up working and Charles had to bring his spare
monitor. Guess what! - It also didn’t work so we had to operate without a monitor.

Half way through the meeting, Charles was struck another blow when one of the disks
got stuck in the Mini Disk Player and refused to come out - disaster!!!. Very soon
Charles was in his car speeding back home, for the second time, to collect his spare
player. All went well after that - thank goodness. Actually we had a very good
meeting and we were surprised when Paul & Kath Mountain from Yorkshire turned
up to give us a few songs.
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The Formby Story -

Final part 56 by Stan Evans - Soon after George's
death a notice was placed in The Stage Magazine inviting
George Formby fans to form an appreciation society. The
notice was inspired by a Mr George Wilson of London, who
was a very keen Formby fan with a lot of knowledge on George
and also on ukuleles.

From the notice he received letters from 17 people who showed
their interest in becoming members of the society.

Although the replies to George's advert were small in number, Bill Logan, a business-
man from Carlisle, felt that George Formby’s Society should be worthy of the best of
hotels for their first meeting so he booked a room at the Imperial Hotel, Blackpool.

A date was set and a group of 56
enthusiasts got together for their
first meeting. At this meeting a
committee was formed: Bill Lo-
gan was appointed President,
George Wilson was elected as
Secretary, Alan Kennaugh was
chosen as Editor, Sylvia Ken-
naugh (Alan’s wife and also Bill’s
Secretary) was appointed Trea-
surer, and Ray Bemard was given
the job of Musical Advisor.

Bill Logan (front) but can you recognise any others?

Prior to the meeting, Bill had con-
tacted the members informing them of the forthcoming auction which was to be held at
George’s house, Beryldene, and asked them not bid as he would be buying on behalf of
the society. Bill was successful in buying six of the ukuleles. One of the members,
David Naylor, a young boy and keen GF enthustast, ignored the instruction from Bill
and pleaded with his father 1o buy a small wooden Femandez ukulele which they
bought for £6. Today David, of Liverpool, still owns this instrument.

At the following March meeting the air was filled with enthusiasm. All the ukes that
Bill had bought on behalf of the society were put on show and anyone was allowed to
play them. But there was no sign of George Wilson at the meeting. It appeared that
there had been furious arguments between George and Bill over the ownership of the
ukes once the society had sufficient funds to buy them. Bill however, was adamant
that the ukes belonged to him and consequently George resigned and left the society.
Never to be heard of again. Today the society is thriving with members in various parts
of the world. THE END. If you have any comments please let me have them.
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GeOff Shone - The best Pastie Warmer upper in N. Wales

writes - Dear Stan, [ have recently received my Winter 2000 Vellum and I read with
interest about the trip to the Isle Of Man which was organised by Nock Saunders. I
noticed also a photo of George leaning on a lamp post in Douglas.

In 1995 a friend of mine was going over to the Isle Of Man for the TT Races and as |
had heard that there was a statue of George there | asked him if he would take a photo
for me.  On his return he gave me the photo and as [ was pleased with the result -
especially the colour - I decided to have it mounted in a frame to hang in my music
room next to an old 1928 Bugle Jacobs Ukulele.

The point of this letter is that my photo is of George leaning on a lamp post outside a
photographers shop in the main street but the photo in the Vellum looks like George
sitting on a Po-Go Stick at the back of a supermarket warehouse. Either George has
taken to stretching his legs around the island or they’ve made a poor job of moving
him. [ am pleased that my photo was taken before the changes were made but could
you please tell me when and why the changes took place?

Personally [ prefer George leaning on a lamp post at the comer of the street to George
on a Po Go Stick at the back of a supermarket warehouse. What do you think Stan.
Well I think that Geoff Shone - as brilliant he may be at dishing out tasty pasties hasn’t
been reading his Newsletter. In the September 2000 issue it was reported by Lawrence
Jones that the Douglas Council had moved George from the corner of the high street to
the Normandy Veterans Association Memorial Gardens which is on the corner of
Ridgeway St and Lord St. I wrote to the IOM Tourist Office on a couple of occasions
asking “Where and Why" but they didn't reply. [ understand that the statue was
misused in the shopping area so they had it cleaned up and moved it to the gardens.

1 didn't know that you had a music room Geoff! Is it for practising your drums? And
is it correct that the house next door is always up for sale? Iwonder why? Thanks for

your article - keep sending em in. And don’t forget to read your Newsletter.
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MUltiple SClCI’OSiS SOCiety - Just received a Thank You

letter from the Warrington Branch of the MS Society for entertaining them in
November. Actually it was a bit of a disaster as quite a number of them were
youngsters who were not interested in our type of music.

They dished up a lovely vegitarian meal, for Stan Watkinson and 1, so [ went to the lady
to tell her how much we enjoyed it. “Want any <ex?" she said. | was gobsmacked,
“Yer What!” - “Want any sex?” she replied. [ couldn’t believe it! 1 thought she was
joking so I said, “Just say that again - slowly. “Do you want any secs? Any seconds!
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